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ASTRONOMY
Astronomy is the study of the vast universe around us. We start with 
the Earth and sweep outward past the moon to the planets of the solar 
system and our sun, one of the billions of stars in our galaxy. On our 
journey through the universe, we explore an exciting realm populated by 
black holes, quasars, red giants, white dwarfs, and more. Astronomy is 
taught in a modern planetarium, which accurately simulates the nighttime 
sky, showing the positions and motions of the stars and planets. The real 
sky can be viewed through the sixteen-inch reflector telescope at the N. 
A. Richardson Astronomical Observatory. Students planning to transfer 
to a four-year institution and major in astronomy should consult with a 
counselor regarding the transfer process and lower division requirements.

Contact Information:
Division: Science and Mathematics (PS - 148)

Division Phone Number: (909) 384-8645

Division Dean: Lorrie Burnham (lburnham@sbccd.edu), M.S.

Faculty Chair: Anna Tolstova (atolstov@sbccd.edu), M.S.

Counselor Liaisons:
• Elizabeth Banuelos (ebanuelos@sbccd.edu), M.S.
• Nicole Jimenez (njimenez@sbccd.edu), M.S.
• Abena Weber (aweber@sbccd.edu), Ed.D.

• Astronomy Associate of Science Degree

ASTR C1001  3 Units 
Introduction to Astronomy 
Lecture: 54 contact hours
Departmental Recommendation: Eligibility for college level English and 
Mathematics based on the SBVC Guided-Self Placement process.
This course introduces fundamental concepts of astronomy, including the 
Solar System, stars, supernovae, galaxies, black holes, and the expanding 
universe. Students learn how to study the cosmos and what the latest 
discoveries reveal about the origins and fate of the universe. (Formerly 
ASTRON 120)
Associate Degree Applicable
Transfers to both UC/CSU

ASTR C1001L  1 Unit 
Introduction to Astronomy Lab 
Lab: 54 contact hours
Corequisite: Completion of or concurrent enrollment in ASTR C1001 or 
other locally approved astronomy lecture course.
This laboratory course reinforces fundamental principles and concepts 
of astronomy by applying the scientific method through experiments, 
observations, and/or simulations. (Formerly ASTRON 125)
Associate Degree Applicable
Transfers to both UC/CSU

ASTR 222  1-3 Units 
Independent Study in Astronomy 
DIR: 54 contact hours
Prerequisite: ASTR C1001
Departmental Recommendation: Eligibility for college level English based 
on the SBVC Guided-Self Placement process.
Students with previous course work in Astronomy may do assigned 
projects involving research and analysis of selected topics. This 
independent study is for students who are interested in furthering their 
knowledge of Astronomy. Prior to registration, a written contract must be 
prepared jointly by the instructor and the student. (Formerly ASTRON 222)
Associate Degree Applicable
Transfers to CSU only
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